
SLOCUM CHALLENGE REGATTA – RULES - 2015 
Safety:   

Except for racing shells & open-water shells, all boats must carry a PFD (e.g., a life jacket) for each person on board.  In canoes, kayaks and on 

paddleboards, each person must wear such PFD. The USCG requires boats to have a whistle or horn on board to make an “efficient” sound signal.  
 

Bow-Numbers and Registration (“check-in”) 8:00 – 9:00 a.m.:  

Each entry (boat) is assigned a “bow-number”, which will be posted on-line (www.lloydcenter.org) as soon as possible on Friday, September 18, and which 

will appear in the official Regatta Program provided at Registration (“check-in”) on race-day morning.  Except for WORKBOATS (whaleboats/pilot-gigs),  

which must register (check-in) at Lloyd Center Headquarters (430 Potomska Road, Dartmouth), all other entries must register (check-in) and pick up their race-

packet (containing their pair of self-adhesive “bow-number” labels and their numbered bib, at Demarest Lloyd State Park (Barney’s Joy Road, Dartmouth) 

between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. on race-day (Saturday, September 19).  Any entry which fails to so register (check-in), or otherwise communicate with the Registrar 

(508-990-0505 ext. 24) by 9:00 a.m. on race-day (Saturday, September 19), will be considered to have scratched (withdrawn) from competition.  “Bow-number” 

bibs must be attached with safety pins (provided) in such a way as to be clearly visible to regatta officials from ahead of each boat, i.e., in “rowing” boats, on the 

back of the (bow-) rower’s shirt, and in kayaks, canoes and on paddleboards, on the front of the (bow-) paddler’s PFD (life jacket).  The self-adhesive “bow-

number” labels are to be securely affixed as far forward as practical on both sides of each boat/board, so as to be visible to regatta officials from either side. 
 

Launch Sites: 

With the exception of (a) WORKBOATS (whaleboats/pilot-gigs), which may launch at Dartmouth’s Town Landing (end of Gaffney Road) and tie-up for boarding 

(and “crew” changes) at the end of the Lloyd Center pier, and (b) any entries which have reported a planned alternative launching site, all other entries are to 

launch from the northeastern corner of the beach at Demarest Lloyd State Park.  In the event of unfavorable wind conditions rendering such a launching site 

potentially unsafe, an alternative site (most likely a private site or the Town Landing at the end of Gaffney Road) will be announced on-line and at the Registration 

tent at Demarest Lloyd State Park between 8:00 and 9:00 on race-day morning. 
 

Course: 

Just upstream from the mouth of the Slocum River estuary, the racing course begins on the “shore-side” of a Start/Finish Line (defined by two blue buoys and the 

Race-Committee Boat, near the Lloyd Center’s headquarters and nature preserve).  The first leg of the course heads in a northwesterly direction, then turns to 

“starboard” and heads in a northerly direction for about 5/8 mile (passing a series of yellow buoys on the port side, marking the “middle” of the river), before 

turning to “port” and heading in a westerly direction for about ¼ mile.  It then makes a wide circular turn to “port” around a number of yellow buoys before 

returning in an easterly direction for about ¼ mile, then turns to “starboard” and heads in a southerly direction for about 5/8 mile (passing the same series of 

yellow buoys on the port side, down the “middle” of the river), before it turns to “port” around a final yellow buoy and heads back to the “ocean-side” of the 

Start/Finish Line.  
 

When heading upstream, turning or heading back downstream, all craft, while racing, must keep to the right of the yellow buoys, i.e., the buoys must pass by the 

port side of each boat.  Any boat/board which fails to go around all the yellow buoys which mark the “wide circular turn” midway on the course will be considered 

to have failed to complete the race. Any boat observed (by one of the umpires posted along the course) to have gone on the incorrect side of any other yellow 

buoy, will be assessed a 15-second penalty (for each buoy so-violated).  All visiting rowers, paddlers and coxswains (“steerers”) are urged to familiarize 

themselves with the course before the start of the regatta, as no boats, other than those actually racing, will be allowed on the course, once the races get underway.  
 

Start: 

For each race, boats should get lined up in numerical order (by “bow-number”), just downstream from the Start/Finish Line, approximately five minutes before the 

scheduled start of their race (see Regatta Program for race start-times) and must wait there for the command of the Starter, who will direct them to approach the 

Starting Line (on the “shore-side” of the Committee Boat) at about 15-second intervals. “Running starts” are permitted. No entry (boat) will be permitted to start 

out of order unless so directed by the Starter.  Any entry which refuses, or is not ready, to start at the command of the Starter may still be allowed to start when the 

Starter deems that it will not interfere with the timely start of any other entry, but it may be penalized 60 seconds for failure to start on time. No race shall be 

started ahead of its scheduled start-time, unless a bona-fide effort has been made to notify all entrants of the schedule-change.      
 

Timing: 

Each entry (boat) will be timed over the course by two separate timing systems.  Manually operated stop-watches will record each boat’s exact “start-time” and 

“finish-time” (i. e., when its bow crosses the line at the Start and at the Finish of the course), from which the boat’s “elapsed-time” will be determined.  Such 

elapsed-times will remain “unofficial” until, based on reports from umpires posted along the course, penalties, if any, have been applied.  As soon as possible 

following the conclusion of the races, final (adjusted) Official Times will be posted at Lloyd Center headquarters and online (www.lloydcenter.org).  
 

Passing: 

Whenever a boat is approached from behind, by a competing boat, within approximately two “lengths”, it must yield the right of way and should normally move 

toward starboard (i.e., toward the shore and away from the middle of the river) so as to allow the overtaking boat to pass by the port (middle-of-the-river) side. 

However, if the overtaking boat appears to be aiming to pass on the starboard (shore-side), the boat being overtaken must, so far as space allows, keep to “port”, 

but not so far as to cross the line of yellow buoys down the “middle” of the river.  A look at the map of the course will reveal that it is usually advantageous to 

overtake a competing boat by its port (“middle-of-the-river”) side.  In any case, the overtaking boat shall have the right of way so long as it has clearly indicated, 

by its heading, the side on which it is aiming to pass.  Failure to allow oneself to be passed fairly will be grounds for a 60-second penalty being assessed by one of 

the umpires posted along the course (and for disqualification, in the case of significant collision) and could subject the offending entry to liability in the event of 

equipment damage or personal injury. Good sportsmanship must prevail! 
 

Finish: 

After crossing the Finish Line (on the “ocean-side” of the Race Committee Boat), boats/boards should proceed about 50 yards beyond the Finish Line, and should 

then return to their respective launch-sites as soon as possible, in order to keep the area below the Start/Finish Line clear. 
 

Appeals/Protests: 

Entrants may appeal for relief from any ruling of ineligibility (e.g., failure to meet established competitor specifications) or any penalty imposed upon them by 

Regatta Officials for alleged infractions, e.g., failure to start when directed to do so by the Starter, failure to yield the right-of-way to a overtaking competing entry 

(boat), a “buoy” violation, etc., but no protest alleging interference by a competing entry shall be heard.  The decisions of judges will be final. 


